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SUBJECT: THE PRIME MINISTER ON NUCLEAR MATTERS 
REF: NEW DELHI 1 1799 

1 . AT A SEPTEMBER 1 PRESS CONFERENCE, PRIME MINISTER MORARJI 
DESAI REITERATED HIS BELIEF THAT NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS ARE NOT 
REQUIRED FOR THE PEACEFUL USE OF ATOMIC ENERGY. HE PARRIED 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS CONCERNING HOW HE ARRIVED AT THIS 
CONCLUSION. 

2. ASKED FOR HIS POSITION ON THE SUPPLY OF ENRICHED URANIUM 
FROM THE UNITED STATES, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID: "THEY ARE 
SUPPLYING IT JUST NOW. I HAVE ONLY SEEN IN THE PAPERS THE 
CONTROVERSY THAT IS GOING ON. ONE PAPER HAS TODAY WRITTEN 
THAT WE ARE WOOING THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE NO SELF-RESPECT FOR THIS COUNTRY. WHY HAVE WE TO 
WOO ANYBODY? WE NEITHER WANT TO BE WOOED NOR DO WE WANT TO 
WOO ANYBODY." ANOTHER JOURNALIST ASKED: "RECENTLY, THERE 
HAVE BEEN PRESSURES PUT ON US BOTH BY THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERIKA AND THE SOVIET UNION ON THE SAFEGUARDS FOR NUCLEAR 
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FUEL AND HEAVY WATER THAT WE ARE GETTING FROM THESE TWO COUN- 
TRIES. IS NOT THAT AN INDIRECT WAY OF FORCING US TO SIGN THE 
NUCLEAR NON PROLIFERATION TREATY?" TO THIS THE PRIME MINIS- 
TER REPLIED: "WELL, I MAY TELL YOU NOW THE HISTORY OF THIS 
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW IT. THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY HAS NOT 
BEEN SIGNED BY US. MANY COUNTRIES HAVE SIGNED IT AND THERE 
ARE SOME WHO HAVE NOT SIGNED IT. BUT WE HAVE NOT SIGNED IT. 
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AND, BOTH THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WANTED THAT WE SHOULD SIGN IT AND THEY HAVE BEEN APPLYING 
PRESSURE ON THIS COUNTRY FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS. BUT WE HAVE 
NOT DONE SO. THE REASON FOR IT IS THAT WHEREAS PERHAPS WE 
ARE THE ONLY COUNTRY WHO HAVE MADE A DEFINITE STATEMENT THAT 
WE WILL NOT HAVE ATOMIC WEAPONS AT ANY COST EVEN IF THE WORLD 
HAS IT, I DO NOT THINK ANY OTHER COUNTRY HAS MADE THAT STATE- 
MENT AND THOSE WHO ARE WANTING THIS NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 
TO BE SIGNED, THEY THEMSELVES ARE NOT YET GIVING UP EXPLO- 
SIONS, SOME OF THEM. THEY ARE NOT GIVING UP ATOMIK WEAPONS. 

AND YET THEY ARE ASKING OTHER PEOPLE TO SIGN. AND THEY MAIN- 
TAIN THEIR RIGHT TO DO ALL THIS. THAT IS WHAT I AM TELLING 
THEM THAT UNLESS THERE IS A BASIS OF EQUALITY IN THIS MAT- 
TER, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR US TO SIGN IT, WHATEVER MAY BE 
THE CONSEQUENCES. WELL, PRESSURES PEOPLE WILL PUT. IT IS 
UP TO US TO SEE WHETHER WE YIELD TO PRESSURES OR NOT.' 1 

3. PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO THE NYE VISIT, A IOURNALIST ASKED: 
"REKENTLY AN AMERICAN NUCLEAR EXPERT CAME HERE AND HE HAS 
ANNOUNCED THAT AFTER THIS PARTICULAR CONSIGNMENT OF NUCLEAR 
FUEL FOR THE TARAPUR ATOMIC POWER STATION, FURTHER CONSIGN- 
MENTS WILL BE DEPENDENT ON INDIA ACCEPTING INSPECTION OF THIS 
THING AS LAID DOWN BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. WOULD YOU 
AGREE TO IT?" THE PRIME MINISTER REPLIED THAT HE HAD NOT 

SEEN THE STATEMENT IN QUESTION. "HE DIDN'T TELL ME WHEN HE 
MET ME." HE THEN ADDED THAT HE WOULD NOT REPLY TO A "HYPO- 
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THETICAL STATEMENT. I DON'T THINK HE (PRESUMABLY NYE) CAN 
ISSUE SUCH A STATEMENT." (COMMENT: NY SAID NOTHING OF THE 
SORT WHILE IN INDIA. WE ASSUME HE MADE NO SUCH STATEMENT 
ELSEWHERE.) 

4. US URANIUM FOR TARAPUR WAS THE SUBJECT OF A STRONGLY 
WORDED EDITORIAL IN THE AUGUST 31 "ECONOMIK TIMES." THE PAPER 
REFERRED TO "THE REPORT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS INDICATED 
TO DELHI THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO CONTINUE SUPPLY OF 
URANIUM.. .UNLESS A SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT WAS REACHED ON 
SAFEGUARDS" AND SAID THIS "SHOULD CAUSE CONCERN." THE US 
INSISTENCE ON FULL SCROPE SAFEGUARDS IS LABELLED "ARM TWISTING." 
THE US POSITION IS SAID NOT TO "SQUARE UP" WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S DECLARATION THAT THE US WOULD SUPPLY URANIUM TO 
COUNTRIES "WHICH GENERALLY USE IT FOR POWER PRODUCTION." THE 
PRESIDENT IS CREDITED WITH HAVING INTERVENED WITH THE NRC TO 
OBTAIN ITS APPROVAL FOR THE LAST FUEL SHIPMENT. "NOW THAT 

THE URANIUM TALKS WITH THE US HAVE GOT BOGGED DOWN, THE 
NRC MAY NOT BE WILLING TO SUPPORT THE STATE DEPARTMEFT." THE 
EDITORIAL URGES THAT THERE IS NO REASON FOR INDIA TO "BUCKLE 
UNDER PRESSURE." ACCEPTANCE OF THE SAFEGUARDS IS CHARACTER- 
IZED AS TANTAMOUNT TO SIGNING THE NPT. IN REVIEWING INDIA’S 
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OPTIONS, THE PAPER NOTES THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS ALSO LIKELY 
TO PRESS FOR INTERNATIONAL INSPECTION AS A CONDITION FOR 
SUPPLYING FUEL. THE EDITORIAL URGES THAT IN ADDITION TO 
SEARCHING FOR ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF URANIUM, INDIA SHOULD 
SPEED UP ITS OWN NUCLEAR RESEARCH AND PLANS FOR ALTERNATIVE 
SOURCES OF ENERGY. 

GOHEEN 
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